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GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR MARKING PAPER I

Check all sections carefully. Ensure every item is marked and totals are transferred accurately to the cover grid.
In objective cloze and matching tests (Tests 1, 2, 3, 4, 7), award marks strictly according to the specified key.
In Test 5 (Information Transfer), do not penalize minor spelling or capitalization slips if the extracted fact is clear and unambiguous.
In writing tests (Tests 6 and 8), evaluate Content and Language separately. Crucial Rule: If 0 (zero) mark is awarded for Content, 0
must be awarded for Language.

• Test 1 — Signs Matching (1 × 5 = 5 Marks)

(1) A (given)      (2) B      (3) D      (4) F      (5) C      (6) E

• Test 2 — Dialogue Cloze (1 × 5 = 5 Marks)

(1) b (library - given)
(2) a / borrow      (3) c / return      (4) e / shelves      (5) f / librarian      (6) d / membership
(Accept either the letter or the correctly spelled word)

• Test 3 — Picture Description (½ × 10 = 5 Marks)

(1) running (given)    (2) track    (3) whistle    (4) cheering    (5) sitting
(6) tent    (7) medals    (8) beside    (9) tall    (10) between    (11) carrying
(Award ½ mark per correct item. Deduct for incorrect spelling only if meaning becomes unrecognizable)

• Test 4 — Functional Word Cloze (1 × 5 = 5 Marks)

(1) for (given)      (2) on      (3) his      (4) but      (5) and      (6) at

• Test 5 — Information Transfer (1 × 5 = 5 Marks)

Item Expected Information / Acceptable Responses Marks

(1) 2019 (given) -

(2) Mrs. Kamala Herath / a retired school principal [Accept either] 1

(3) twelve / 12 1

(4) two / 2 1

(5) a letter signed by a parent [Accept: a letter from a parent] 1

(6) Fuel is costly OR heavy rains damage the village roads [Either is acceptable] 1
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• Test 6 — Writing a Notice (Total: 5 Marks | Content: 2, Language: 3)

Criterion Marks Scoring Descriptors

Content
(Required: Date/Time/Venue,
Who can take part, Closing
date for names)

2 All three required points included with clear, relevant facts.

1 Only one or two points included.

0
Prompt copied without additions, or totally irrelevant. (If 0 for Content, 0 for
Language).

Language
(Grammar, prepositions,
spelling, layout)

3 High accuracy; well-constructed sentences; appropriate notice register; correct
prepositions (at, on, in).

2 Minor language errors; meaning remains completely clear.

1 Only 1–2 correct sentences; heavy grammatical and spelling slips.

0 All sentences incorrect or unintelligible.

Benchmark Model Answer (Full 5/5 Marks):

NOTICE — Science Day Exhibition
The Science Society will hold a Science Day Exhibition on Friday, 12th June 2026, from 9.00 a.m. to
1.00 p.m. in the school main hall. All students of Grades 9 to 11 can present their models. Please
hand over your names to your class teacher before 5th June.
1st June 2026                                          Tharindu Perera (Secretary)

• Test 7 — Reading Comprehension (1 × 5 = 5 Marks)

(1) b (under a seat in the bus)
(2) c (a mobile phone)
(3) a (her class teacher)
(4) She thought she would not be able to pay for her monthly medicine. (Accept direct line lifting)
(5) He/She praised Sanduni's honesty at the school assembly. (Accept: praised her at the assembly)

• Test 8 — Paragraph Writing (Total: 5 Marks | Content: 2, Language: 3)

Criterion Marks Scoring Descriptors

Content

2 Points fully developed; logical flow; required length (50–60 words).

1
Topic partially addressed; few details. (If word count < 20 words, overall marks
cannot exceed 2).

0 Totally off-topic or prompt copied. (If 0 for Content, 0 for Language).

Language

3
Almost no grammatical errors; good variety of vocabulary; clear cohesive
transitions.

2 Some errors in language; meaning is clear throughout.

1 Only 1–2 correct sentences; heavy errors.

0 All sentences incorrect.

Benchmark Model Answer for Option (a) — My Favourite Subject (Score: 5/5):
"My favourite subject at school is science. I like it because it explains how the world around us works. Our teacher does simple experiments in the
laboratory, and we learn by observing them. Science also teaches me to ask questions and find answers. I hope to become a doctor one day, so I
study it with great interest." (58 words)
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